GUEST EDITORIAL
In 1983 the Emergency Management and Planning Technical Activity was formed. In the first conference preface, Dan Perley and John M. Carroll presented the basis of Emergency Management and Planning. Also, the underlying foundation individual of the activity was the late Ben Clymer. Ben was a friend, mentor, and leader to me. In addition, Ben was a long time and honored member of the Society for Computer Simulation International, and he was always known &dquo;to get it all together for you.&dquo; Lastly, without support of conferences, papers, and feedback, we would not exist. You are the seed, the nutrient, and spark of energy that foster betterment.
First, how could computer simulation be used to aid in Emergency Management and Planning? The four ways computer simulation could be used in Emergency Management and Planning were to 1) prevent emergencies, 2) help avoid emergencies, 3) suppress the destructive attributes of emergencies, and 4) mitigate their undesirable consequences.
Next John Carroll, in the 1983 preface, asked this question of a friend in computer security: &dquo;Is a catastrophic fire one that destroys all the computer based records in a firm?&dquo; The friend answered that a catastrophic fire is one in which a person is killed. Thus, the prime objective of the Emergency Management and Planning Technical activity is people.
Since 1993, the Emergency Management and Planning Technical Activity has published an international electronic mail newsletter that is distributed worldwide. Also, the activity has provided information on people, places, and resources to many individuals, groups, and organizations. Next, the Society for Computer Simulation International has offered to management advice on an individual or group basis, technical resources such as papers, conferences, journals, and newsletters. In addition, based on the spirit of friendship, professionalism, caring for others, trust, and cooperation, many techniques and resources have been applied on an international level. The 1995 International Emergency Management and Planning Conference for the first time included presentations from countries around the world. This was an important occasion for me, where all of us could work together as colleagues to solve problems for the whole planet Earth.
With the above introduction, it gives me great pleasure to present the first Special Issue on Emergency Management and Planning. In this issue, all of the papers presented have been written by the original developers and researchers. Also, each system discussed has been tested and verified in live area case studies. For example, the system discussed in the paper &dquo;Simulation of Hazardous Material Fallout for Emergency Management During Acci-dents&dquo; by Agostino G. Bruzzone, Pietro Giribone, and Roberto Mosca, was tested in Italy. Next, the system discussed in the paper &dquo munity Services participated in the Plowshares project. In addition, resources from various organizations were shared to develop a comprehensive system in a short time. As an observation, this year in the United States, the federal government authorized the Department of Defense, the Federal Emergency Management Agency to work with state, county, and municipal emergency management agencies to aid in responding to a severe weather situation. Lastly, the paper discusses the foundation techniques needed to develop the system, the effects of use of the system, and the ability of end users in the field to use the system. John G. Blitch's and Ruth Maurer's paper represents the next generation of emergency management and planning resources. First, the micro-bots, micro robots, are devices that can be used to enter and bring needed supplies to victims in collapsed buildings. The micro-bots saved many lives when used in the Oklahoma City bombing in 1995. Next, this tool is an integration and union of software and hardware technologies. For example on the software aspect, Artificial Intelligence, Knowledge Based Systems, Artificial Neural Networks, Inductive Reasoning, and Autonomous processing are used to explore, find, and solve various problems. On the hardware aspect, low power use for 24 hour work cycles, less than 100 pound U.S. robot weight, small size to access very small crevices, non tethered operation, and four different types/functions allow the micro-bots to be used in structural collapse, earthquakes, fire, and hazardous material situations.
In addition, there is a series of time based charts that show the information and goal evaluations performed. Finally, the authors shows the use of Fifth and Sixth Generation methods, Prolog like based constraint solving, that are used and performed automatically in a real time environment. The paper by Claude Comair, Jason Chu, Prasanna Ghali and Van Ly represents the new generation of tools and methods in emergency management and planning. First, the paper describes a new simulation language specifically devoted to emergency management and planning. This represents an important step, in that each technical area has specific methods, languages, and tools to solve specific and general problems. Also, the paper shows how one can simulate the effects of a tremor on a structure. This gives help to architects, engineers and emergency personnel in designing new buildings and in developing plans for existing buildings. Next, the paper shows the program/module setup to evaluate the effect of tremors on a structure. Finally, the paper discusses the effects on a general population of emergency stress.
In closing the introduction, I would like to thank the following: Bruce Fairchild, H. Stanley and Susan Kanecki, Hildy Linn, John and Suzette McLeod, Stephanie Owen and Martin Wildberger.
Finally, I would like to thank everyone in the Emergency Management and Planning Activity. Through your spirit, cooperation, support, and coordination, you have demonstrated that any emergency or problem can be solved. As proof of this, one major emergency management issue that was prevalent in 1983 has been mitigated and reduced. The result of this is that people are aware of how fragile the Earth is, and are willing to work together for the benefit of all. 
